	general information about bulgaria

	Location
Bulgaria is situated in Southeast Europe and occupies the eastern part of the Balkan Peninsula. To the north it borders on Romania, to the west on the Republic of Macedonia and Serbia, to the east on the Black Sea, to the south on Greece and to the southeast on Turkey's European part. 
Area: 111,000 sq km.

Relief
Extremely varied: large plains and lowlands, low and high mountains, valleys and lovely gorges.

Climate
Temperate continental with clearly marked four seasons. A Mediterranean influence is felt in the country's southern regions. The average annual temperature is 10.5°C. The average January temperature is around O°C. Average summer temperatures rarely exceed 30°C.
Language
Bulgarian
English, German, French and Russian are spoken in the country's resorts, hotels and restaurants.

Alphabet
Cyrillic. Signs along international motorways, in airports and resorts are also spelled in Roman letters.

Religion
86.6% of the population is Eastern Orthodox, 13% are Muslims. The Bulgarian Church is autonomous and headed by a Patriarch.

State government
Bulgaria is a parliamentary republic.

Official holidays
January 1 - New Year 
March 3 - Bulgaria's Liberation from Ottoman domination - the Official National Holiday 

Easter - one week after the Catholic Easter 
May 1 - Labour Day 
May 24 - Day of the Bulgarian Alphabet

September 6 - Bulgaria's Unification
September 22 - Independance Day 
December 25-26 - Christmas 

Capital
Sofia (pop. 1,141,000)

Time Difference
Winter time: GMT +2 hours (October through March).
Summer time: GMT +3 hours (April through September)

Voltage
220 V only

Working Hours
offices - 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. (Monday to Friday) 
banks - 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. (Monday to Friday) 
shops - 10.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. (Monday to Friday, Saturday until noon)

Important Telephone Numbers
Police - 166
Ambulance - 150
Road assistance - 146

Transport
· public transport
    - in big cities: trams, trolley-buses, buses
    - elsewhere: buses
    - inter-city transport: plane, train, coach

· taxi

· rent-a-car: AVIS, Hertz, Intertel, Europcar, Budget and International Car Rental in Sofia, the country's big cities and resorts
Some Bulgarian Peculiarities

Bulgarians are known throughout the world for their unique trait of shaking their head side-to-side when they say “yes” and their sharp forward nod when saying “no”, but this does not mean that it is difficult to get along with them! On the contrary, Bulgaria is a hospitable country and Bulgarians are consummate hosts. 
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Do you know what these red and white tassels on the tree represent? 

The red and white tassels are called Martenitzy, after the month of March (Mart, in Bulgarian). In our culture these are the colors that symbolize good health. A healthy and beautiful woman is always described with white skin and red cheeks in the Bulgarian folklore. Bulgarians exchange Martenitzy to wish friends and relatives “good health” on 1 March and during the whole month. They wear the Martenitza until they see the first stork, then tie it to the branch of a blossoming tree or put it under a stone, wishing for good luck, fruitfulness and success.
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What will the Bulgarian do with this bucket of cold water? I hope he’s not thinking of pouring it on my head?!
Don’t be afraid! It's an old Bulgarian tradition. When someone is off to a meeting, exam or other important event, we splash a bit of water in front of them before they step out, saying: “Let the good luck go with you as running water.” This ritual is part of a survival philosophy adopted by Bulgarians in hard times. 

Did you know?

The oldest gold treasure in the World was found in Bulgaria in a Chalcolithic necropolis near the city of Varna, the Black Sea capital of Bulgaria. It dates back to the end of the Stone-copper Age, more than 6000 years BC. The golden decorations and objects found in the necropolis suggest a high level of culture and an aristocracy that belonged to an ancient civilization that once lived in these lands.


