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Windows 7 how to configur e Separator delimiter Divider between
Pinned and Running Opened programson Taskbar Classic theme
pane

Author : admin
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I've started to work as a External Consultant for Equens Worldline, who lately merged with Atos -
a French multinational information technology.

Asthe company is mostly into the financial business and as any company that isinvolved with
OL TP Online transaction processing , an information systems that typically facilitate and manage
transaction-oriented applications, e.g. in amortal language takes care for a numer ous companies Credit
/ Debit card online payments.

Of course the technologies used both on a Server / Data Center level and for Employee personal used
are abit old fashioned. In that relation, most of the computers, I've seen used by Worldline -
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Atosincluding my work PC notebook is still running a custom version of Windows 7.

Once | had the Computer ready with the OS from the HelpDesk colleague, then it was ready to install,
unfortunately, | didn't have administrator account on the Lenovo L serie laptop so | couldn't install
applications. To get around this I've used PortableApps - the world's most popular portable software

solution allowing you to take your favorite software with you with no need for any Installation and on
Win OS computers, where you have limited access.

PortableAppsis fully open sour ce and free platform, it works from any synced cloud folder (DropBox,
Google Drive, Box, etc), from your local PC on aninternal or external drive, or on any portable storage
device (USB flash drive, memory card, portable hard drive, etc). Because the applicatons are installed
without being really binded to the Win OS, once the PortableApps ported Application isinstalled it can
be easily moved by simply copying between PCs.

& Portable App Directory™ l i | |_ﬂh]
Download New Portable Apps
Select the portable apps you would like to install and didk Mext = E""
Portable App Description Download  Install -
] ﬁ PhotoFittre Portable Image editor and effects 2MB 7 MB
[] " ¥nView Portable Photo viewer & organizer 4 MB 15 MB
b Irtemet
] 4 aMSN Portable Instant messager (MSHM) 15 MB 37 MB
Ol n’Damn‘-ﬁd Fortahble Video downloader 11 ME 31 MB
] 1| Feed Motifier Portable R55 feed update notifications 7MB 5 MB
] Filedila Portable FTP and SFTP client 5EME 411 MB i
O \R Google Chrome Portable Browser 25 MB 76 MB r
Ol L gPodder Portable Podcast receiver and manager 12 MB 46 MB
O &2 Instanthbird Portable Instant messaging 11 MB 27 MB
Ol N iron Portable Browser 20 MB h9-74 MB
[ & Juice Partable Fodcast receiver 5MB 22 MB
] 1@- KVIrc Portable IRC chat 16 MB &3 MB
] @ Maxthon Portable Browser 3 MB 100 MB
[] == Miranda Portable Instart messaging 3 MB & MB
O ﬁ' Mozilla Firefox, Portable Edition Browser 15 MB 35 MB
[] #3 Mozilla SeaMonkey, Portable Edition  Intemet suite 11 MB 43 MB
] @ Mozilla Thunderbird, Portable Edition  Mail & news cliert 15 MB M MB
Ol DOpem, Portable Edition Browsers 11 MEB M MB i
Mext = ] [ Cancel

PortableApps.com is currently used by millions of users all over the world and is the Largest
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Portable full collection of open source and freeware software, compatible commercial software, and
partnersin hardware industry for Microsoft Windows.

As| do often with the Windows fresh installed Windows machines | have to work on, install the great
set of tools prior described in must have software on any fresh installed Windows OS as thisis essential if
ou're a sysadmin or Advanced user for the daily work with the WinBlows

OSGraphical Interface simplicity isacrucial thing to me, causeif | have to work with Windows and
spendan 8 hours each day 5 days aweek in front of the Computer Display with this Complex
unnecessery coloring (that Windows 7 / Windows 10 default Theme introduced), together with the
visual aids on the Window Minimize and Maximize, puts a useless additional eye strain and besides that
"fries' thebrain (asthe brain hasto process al this mambo-jambo "virtual" reality graphicsturning all
down and up and mixing up the gamma of unreal colors for nothing ...

So far so good I've set the needed software from above list and continued further to Change my
Windows start menu to look like Windows 2000. Start menu and Theme To be the Classic Theme.

CI Personalization o ] 4
‘ GI\ jj = |H - Control Panel - Appearance and Personalizaton ~ Personalization - l‘aj I Search Control Panel !}]‘
Iﬁl

Control Panel Home Change the visuals and sounds on your computer

Change desktop icons Click a theme to change the desktop background, window color, sounds, and screen saver all at once.

Change mouse pointers

5 o
Change your account picture l ] = F

Mature Scenes United States

Basic and High Contrast Themes ()

Windows 7 Basic Windows Classic

High Contrast #1

- 222 S
See also Desktop Background Window Color Sounds Screen Saver
Display Solid Color Windows Classic Windows Default Mone

Taskbar and Start Menu

(4] wi
Ease of Access Center ¢ Troubleshoot problems with transparency and other Aero effects
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After setting up the Windows Classic Theme (which by the way is unfortunately, no longer availablein
Windows 10), | love to set my Windows Background picture to be a Sold Black Color, | do this as Black
color istheless exhausting for the eyes - as one views the desktop picture thousand times and thisis
extra unnecessery work for the brain.

However next, unpleasant thing faced is even though now my Windows Start and Windows borders
looked old-fashioned in the Windows 2000 Server, " wooden" style, the order of my (Open) Running
applicaitons on the start menu bar were not isolated but were mixing, with the rest of my Pinned
Program Starter icons

Tstart| O/mbox...| Jwin.. || @mee... ||| & & Googl...| @ Load ...| | L] Micro... |

I Notice the Windows Media player icon being in the middle between the Lync, Firefox, Chrome and
Internet Explorer line... !

| spend some time to rewind some memories on how | did make the pinned program to distinguish itself
(separate) from the rest of the Opened Runnign Windows, and had in mind that | used some kind of
separator added custom Toolbar, but the bad thing was | couldn't remember exactly how so | spend some
good amount of time to Google around.

And found few articles on the topic proposing to add a new Custom empty launcher program of
cmd.exe and change the icon of the empty launcher to a | graphical string
I'vetried alot of this approach but it didn't work and after some experimentations, finally | figured it out.
Theway todoit istoadd a New Toolbar that isPointing to a Directory with alist of Programs
whose icons you want to have listed with icon launcher s next to Start menu.

Hereisstep by step what I've done to achieve configuration of Hard Separator Delimiter between
my Program Launchersand Running Applications.

1. Create a New Folder somewhere under your User Home directory, lets say:
C:\Users\Username\Taskbar Programs
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B TaskbarPrograms - 1O =]
= . = Computer = Local Disk {C:) = Users = lenovo - TaskbarPrograms - lmll Search TaskbarPrograms E:]I
Organize Indude in library - Share with - Mew folder 1= = [ .é.
‘v Favorites Mame - Date modified I Type Size I I
Bl Desktop {2 Firefox 10/11/2019 10:47FM  Shortcut 2KB
& Downloads [ Google Chrome 10/11/2019 10:47FM  Shorteut IKE
=l Recent Pl
=4 Recentraces BP MobaXterm 10/11/2019 10:58 PM  Shortcut 3KB
— (&) Opera Browser 10/11/2019 10:47 PM  Shortcut 2 KB
= Libraries
3 Documents (2[5 Remote Desktop Connection 10/11/2019 10:40 PM  Shortcut 2KB
J“. Music @k VLC media player skinned 10/11/2019 10:47 PM  Shortcut 1KB
=] Pictures
4 videos

-Ha Homegroup
1M Computer

'&.‘F Metwork:

6 items

2. Add a shortcut or copy the programs starters (icons) to the TaskBar Programs
3. Unlock the Windows 7 Taskbar

E.g. Click over on any of the empty space on the taskbar after Windows Start menu button and untick
L ock the Taskbar

Toolbars k

Cascade wWindows

Shovs windows stacked
Shavy windows side by side
Showe the desktop

Start Task Manager

v Lock the taskbar
Properties

4. Remove any Pinned programs (you have placed there earlier)
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5. Again On an empty place on the Taskbar pressthelast button Mouse (Rightest button) to open
Taskbar propertiesmenu and
Go to ToolBars menu and Choose (New Toolbar)

Townlbars Addeess

Camrdre mial chari Limks

Ehpew mrdows macked Tatiet PL Inpes Panel
B e Duaktzp

Show thr dnlsop ¥ | Dodumienti

Stars Twik Manager hlew ool

+ | Lockthesackhar
Proparim

6. Asalocation for the new toolbar place C:\Users\Username\Taskbar Programs
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New Toolbar - Choose a folder

X
OO | | = Local Disk (C:) = Users = lenove - TaskbarPrograms - @H Search TaskbarPrograms Eﬂ
Organize v  Mew folder = v @
Y Faverites 21 Name * | Date modified Type |
B Desktop Mo items match your search.
4 Downloads

1| Recent Places

. Libraries
@ Documents

J’ Music

[E5| Pictures

E Videos

i@ Homegroup

1M Computer

“! Network ﬂ | I ﬂ

Folder: I |

Select Folder I Cancel |

The result should be that all the programsin the selected folder will appear in the Windows pane

+» €5
E .

&
Opera

GIMP 2.10.12
Browser

r_!smrtl 1 TaskbarPrograms ‘, Firefox @ Google Chrome

B mobaxterm

8. Now go over the empty space of the Windows start menu bar
and untick Show Text / Show Title
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View 3

Open Folder
v Show Text
v Show Title

Close Toolbar
Toolbars 3

Cascade windows

Show windows stacked
Show windows side by side
Show the desktop

Start Task Manager

Lock the taskbar
Properties

9. Hold over the Taskbar Programs holder and drag and drop it constantly holding the left
mouse button

and place it over the default separator Holder (for clarity marked in below screenshot as Marked
over here).

T

Ll

GIMP 2.10.12

Gsmrtl 1 TaskbarPrograms @ Firefox ¢ Google Chrome B MobaXterm

10. Movethe default separator that will appear on the left close to thelist of shown applications
(shown in screenshot)

G+

[

GIMP 2,10.12

Dsar| @ RO S & |

11. Open any of the applications (e.g. Firefox, Chrome, MobaXterm, Opera, RDP, VLC) the result
should be afineordered icons. Hooray !!!
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&

Opera GIMP 2.10.12

Browser

UShrtl J ., ¢ !, O % é J ‘, Mozilla Firefox | & New Tab - Google Chrome |OSpeedDiaI—Dpera |

12. To make more space for the Opened Active (Running) Windows, a good hint isto stretch the
start menu panefield - thisisdone by holding a right mouse button on the edge of the gray line, like
shown in below screenshot.

(-

2

GIMP 2.10.12

f}smrtl J ecRBO%: A J & Mozils Firefox | ¢ New Tab - Google Chrome IOSpeedDiaI—Dpera |

Note that, you will need to remove any iconsthat areleft over binded to the default separ ator
(holder).

Chrome

>,
el Open

halte é Add to VLC media player's Playlist
HeBSHiS Open MobaXterm terminal here
é Flay with VLC media player

F Share with
Restore previous versions

[d—a
VLC media
player

Send to

Copy

Create shortout
Remove location from library
m Rename
Opera
Browser

Open folder location

Properties
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MobaXterm

F
Fal

VLC media
player

[

Opera

Browser

13. Finally on the Taskbar (empty space) menu with the Mouse, click again right mouse button
and tick on the Lock the Taskbar

That'sit now your Windows 7 start menu bar will look pretty much like Linux'sGNOME 2.x and

GNOME Mate, and if you'reaalong yearsLinux Desktop user you will feel at home even on
Windows 7.
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‘i Local Disk (C) I TaskbarPrograms ==l =lelx]
G ——— = - -
e\ g & ~ Computer ~ Local Disk (C:) ~ |°( )v‘ ~ Computer - Local Disk (C:) ~ Users - lenovo ~ TaskbarPrograms - ml Search TaskbarPrograms B‘ Local Disk (C:) 2]
Organize ~  Sharewith ~  New folder Organize * Incudeinlibrary v  Sharewith v  New folder = ~ [ @ = ~ @ @
¢ Favorites Name = S Favorites Name = Date modified | Type Size | |
B Desktop J Perflogs Bl Deskiop (& Firefox 10/11/2019 10:47PM  Shorteut 2KB
Downloads Wi
* P Program Files & Dawnloads (& Google Chrome 10/11/201 10:47PM  Shorteut IKE
=] Recent Places £l Recent Pl
. Frogram Files (x86) &L Recent Places B Mobaterm 10/11/201 10:58PM  Shortcut IKE
23 Libraries Users 5 Ubraries () Opera Browser 10/11/2018 10:47PM  Shorteut 2KB
%] Documents Windows ¥ bocuments (2} Remote Desktop Connection 10/11/2013 10:40PM  Shortcut 2KB
o Music & Music [ VLC media player skinned 10/11/2012 10:47PM  Shortcut 1KB
(=] Pictures [ Pictures
8 videos BB videos
) Homegroup o Homegroup
18 Computer 7% Computer
€ Network i Network
Open Folder
Toolbars 3
Cascade windows
Show windows stacked
Show windows side by side
Show the desktop
e 5 ftems Start Task Manager & items
v Lock the taskbar
. Properti =
Listart| @ C MO % A RN New Tab - Google C... | () Speed Dial - Opera I 8 Computer | Windows | TaskbarPrograms £, Local Disk (C:)

. Program Files (x85)

18 Computer

|[# =& zsa -
| 1 ntitied - Paint | 5 sripping Tool | ) 10/12/2019

To further tweak the Taskbar a very useful Program is Windows 7+ Taskbar Tweaker

"7+ Taskbar Tweaker allows you configure various aspects of the Windows taskbar which can't be
tweaked viaregistry or taskbar properties. The tweaker is designed for Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows

8.1, and Windows 10.

11/13


https://rammichael.com/7-taskbar-tweaker

? Walking in Light with Christ - Faith, Computing, Diary
Free Software GNU Linux, FreeBSD, Unix, Windows, Mac OS -
Hacks, Goodies, Tips and Tricks and The True Meaning of life
http://www.pc-freak.net/blog

EAK

Taskbar items

=101

71T 7+ Taskbar Tweaker

Grouping and combining Other taskbar options

—Right dlick
& Jump list (default)
" standard window menu

— Grouping —Mouse wheel

[T Cyde between taskbar buttons
[T skip minimized windows

¥ Group by Application ID {default)
" Don't group

When not grouping, place new
items next to the existing ones

[ Don't group pinned items

Minimize frestore when maouse is over:
[~ Taskbar buttons [~ Thumbnails

~Middle dick

¥ New program instance (default)

Control volume when mouse is aver:
" Switchto  Minimize © Close

[T The taskbar [~ The notification area

Drag within/between groups
using right mouse button

I~ Drroppini - —=
PRIng Cormbining —Double dick on empty space
¥ Pin to (default) ™ Use taskbar settings (default) IN r—— J
= . othing (defau -
" Open with + Combine grouped buttons: d
—Havering - ~Middle dick on empty space
D bine:
% Show thumbnail preview {default) Eeombine INu:uﬁ'uing (default) j
. . . [T Active group
" List {7 Toolip ¢ Nothing
[ On mouse hover " Other

~Thumbnails [ ...and show labels

[ Hide the Start button

[ Drag to reorder

| Left dick on the active thumbnail
minimizes the window

~Left didk on combined item

¥ Open thumbnail preview {default)
™ Cyde through windows

[ Hide the "Show desktop™ button
[ Display seconds on the tray dock

[T Reserve empty space on taskbar

Open last window if inactive,
otherwise open thumbnail preview

| ~Pinned items

[T Remove extra gap between items Taskbar Inspector |

[~ Open with double didk

Settings | Help About |

| install it mostly because one single feature Combined Grouped Buttons which makes similar
Windows to group together. Just having a number of Windows of the same type floating around the
Taskbar isredly irritating and becomes really confusing once multiple windows.

For example if you have opened 10 Windows of Explorer they will be group under the same window title
pointer.

Listat| @ € B Q % & - Windows Explorer |.|.| @ 7+ Taskbar Teaker -R... | &) Remote Desktop Conne... || GU Image Manipuiation .. | 71 7+ Taskbar Tweaker | Windows Update [ snipping Tool
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78 Computer

- £ LocalDisk(C)

| Deskiop

8 Donnoads

[istart| [ @ E RO % A& J - Windows Explorer ||| @ 7+ Taskbar Tweaker -R... | B, Remote Desktop Conne... || GNU Image Maripulation | ilij 7+ Taskbar Tweaker | 34 Snipping Tool

T o make the Windows even more bizarre and feel more like a Linux powered Box go on and install

MobaXterm as a substitute for Linux's gnome-terminal as well asthe rest of things such as Cygwin /
GNUWINn32/ GVim etc.

Also some good start up list of softwarel do install on new Windows Desktop PCsisdescribed in

my previous article Some standard software programs to install on Windows to make your Windows
feel morelikealLinux / Unix Desktop host?

Thistime | did not needed that but on other locations another Windows useful hint | use every now and
then is to set some custom programs (L ets say a PortableApps program) to Automatically run - described
earlier in my earlier article how to add startup Windows 7 / 8 program run on startup.

P.S. I'vetried to setup the same Classic Theme and Start menu button with the same order on
Windows 10 OS, but even though a similar interface could be achieved, I've had problems with setting

up the proper Running application Ordering, dueto a different behavior of the Delimiter / Separators
in Windows 10.

For me this Custom Windows interface and Window ordering works pretty well it saves me a lot of the
eye strain and brain overcalculation for nothing.

After all, Letsnot forget that God isin the Simplicity ! :)
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