Dear Prof Maitland,

Your contact details have been kindly provided by Prof Brian Wheeller, who also advised me to address you regarding the following matter. In relation to our visit to the UK at the beginning of July, we sent an e-mail to the Director of Postgraduate Studies and Research at University of Westminster with a proposition for a meeting, so far without response. As I am in regular contact with Prof Brian Wheeller, we discussed the situation and he suggested that, as I would like to discuss academic cooperation in the field of tourism and hospitality, it is then even more appropriate to address you with the same proposal. 
The Rector of International College - Albena and I will be visiting the UK in the week from July 9th to July 13th. As we consider the talks with you highly important, we suggest a meeting on Monday morning, July 9th. We hope that this date and time are convenient for you because we have a tight schedule for the whole visit. However, if you are available on a different date, we will try to reschedule other appointments. 
Please allow me to give you some background about our school, in case you would like to get acquainted with our programme structure. 
International College – Albena provides teaching and training in areas such as hotel management, tourism, international business, marketing and management. Our portfolio boasts two English read programmes: International Business and Management Studies and Hotel Management. After a 3-year course of study, our students are awarded Bachelor degrees in the following areas:

Professional field Administration and Management
Programmes:

Hotel Management (language of instruction – English)

Hotel Management (language of instruction – Bulgarian)

Professional field Economy
Programmes:

Marketing and Management (language of teaching – English; specialization International Business and Management)
Marketing and Management (language of teaching – Bulgarian)

Professional field Tourism
Programmes:
Marketing and Management of Hospitality and Tourism (language of instruction – Bulgarian)

At the bachelor level we are interested in exchange of students, teaching staff and transfer of credits. Most of our students from the English stream want to continue for a master degree but they have limited financial resources. We would like to make a general agreement which will allow the best students to continue their studies in University of Westminster in MBA and/or Tourism and Hospitality programmes. The ideal option will be part of the programme (e.g. 3-5 months) to be delivered at our premises in Bulgaria, in order to minimise living expenses. The tuition fees will be paid directly to the UK University in full.  The UK university could certify some of our PhD lecturers, who teach in English in the BA programmes, so that they can do part of the coaching and lectures. We did a double degree programme at Bachelor level with CHN University, The Netherlands, in this way and we had groups of between 15 and 20 students despite the expensive fee. This should be profitable for Westminster University and, on the other hand, it is not illegal, because we are not speaking about opening new centers in Bulgaria. 
Dear Prof Maitland, I will really be looking forward to your reply, hoping that you will be available for a meeting in July.
Yours sincerely,

Svetla Stoyanova, MSocSc
Vice Rector

Higher school International College – Albena

3 Bulgaria str., 9300 Dobrich

Bulgaria

Tel: +359 (0)58 655630 (direct)

Fax: +359 (0)58 605760

Mobile: +359 885 398 630
