	educational goals of the programme

	The Agricultural Economics programme, which is new for Bulgaria, was started in response to the dramatic changes in the economic and social environment of the agricultural sector not only in Bulgaria, but in the world as well (e.g. Bulgaria’s accession to the EU). 

The programme’s main goals are:
· Educating entrepreneurs for the agribusiness (including corporate entrepreneurs) and specialists who have the personal and professional qualities required by the European and world standards; 
· Transferring know-how in the area of agricultural entrepreneurship from the developed countries and adapting it to the traditions, conditions and resources specific for Bulgaria;
· Defining specific educational goals, doing research, developing academic and entrepreneurial networks, and contributing to the prosperity of the region and the country
To achieve its high goals, the studies in the Agricultural economics programme are firmly based on:
· Incorporating research results (from projects done by either outside researchers or teachers and students at the college);
· Applying interactive teaching methods, such as steered discussions, problem based learning, role play, management games, simulations, teamwork, etc.;
· Inviting agribusiness entrepreneurs to present their achievements and problems, thus making a direct link between education and real life business. Students will be offered traineeships in agribusiness companies, mostly those whose managers participate in the academic process.
· Utilizing cutting edge visual aids such as multimedia systems, video cameras, CD recorders, virtual conference equipment, etc.
The mix of subjects in the programme ensures a high level of professional competencies and personal development of the graduates. 

Competencies built up during the study:
· Starting a business and/or helping others to start their own business;

· Researching and making analysis for companies and organizations operating in agribusiness;
· Developing and implementing agricultural projects under various programmes and schemes, both national and international; 
· Participating in the preparation of programmes for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises and various regions;
· Managing and developing agricultural companies (as owners, co-owners, or managers);

Administering agribusiness activities on a municipal, regional, or national level.


