CRITERIA FOR INSTITUTIONAL ACCREDITATION
Activities

Criteria

Content (characteristics) of the criteria
1. Educational activi​ties of the higher education (HE) in​stitution1

The HE institution pro​vides education in accor​dance with its educational mission, goals, and tasks


1.1.1. The HE institution has a docu​
mented mission, goals and tasks.
which are publicly announced
and are the basis for its educa​
tional policies aimed at the needs
of the society at Ihc regional and
national level.
1.1.2. The instruction is organized in
the chosen educational degrees
(specialist, bachelor, master, doc​
tor) and forms (regular, external.
evening, distance education) as
well as for further qualification
in accordance with the goals,
tasks and capacity of the HE in​
stitution.
1.2. The HE institution has implemented procedures for development, approval, supervision, and update of the educational documen​tation (qualification char​acteristics, educational plans and programs).


1.2.1. Organization has been estab​
lished for development and ap​
proval of educational documen​
tation for all degrees and forms
of education.
1.2.2. The current educational docu​
mentation is periodically ana​
lyzed and updated, while taking
into consideration the opinions
of students and other customers
.3. The HE institution has de​veloped and announced systems (rules and proce​dures) for examination and assessment of the knowl​edge and skills gained by students and for credit ac​cumulation and transfer.

1.3.1.
Organization has been estab​
lished for functioning of the sys​
tems.
1.3.2.
The results of the systems" func​
tioning are periodically assesscc
and announced while taking into
consideration the opinions of the
students.
1 Higher education institution-a university, a college, or a specialized higher education school as defined in art. 17 of the Higher Education Act
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	1.4. The HE institution has de​veloped a system for moni​toring, assessment, mainte​nance, and improvement of the education quality.
	1.4.1. Structures and internal norma​tive documents have been devel​oped (regulations, orders, in​structions) for the functioning of [he systems - from the admission of the students to their profes​sional realization. 1.4.2. The results of the system's func​tioning are periodically assessed and announced, including from internal and external audits. Ac​tions for the improvement of the system arc taken.

	
	1.5. The HE institution creates conditions for recruiting students and fostering their education and professional realization.
	1.5.1. The HE institution (faculty and students) maintains contacts on educational issues with high schools (teachers and students). 1.5.2. Organization has been created for recruiting, admission, and orien​tation/adaptation of Bulgarian and international students. 1.5.3. Conditions have been created for the students to be informed of and oriented about the opportu​nities the HE institution offers to them to grow as specialists. 1.5.4. Administrative services, library, some additional language and computer training opportunities, and sports and art facilities are freely accessible. 1.5.5. Conditions have been created to Support students in unequal so​cial standing in their learning, and to integrate them into the stu​dent body. 1.5.6. The HE institution maintains contacts with employers and has developed an environment help​ful to the professional realization of the students (courses, intern​ships, career centers, etc.)

	2. Research activities of the HE institu​tion
	2.1. The HE institution orga​nizes, maintains and devel​ops the scientific research
	2.1.1. Conditions have been created to ensure faculty participation in re​search projects in the main HE
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	(artistic and creative) ac-
	institution's structures (institutes.

	
	tivities of the faculty.
	departments, branches, labs,

	
	
	working groups, etc.).

	
	
	2.1.2. Faculty scientific research (artis-

	
	
	tic and creative) activities are be-

	
	
	ing maintained:

	
	
	- For scientific publications in

	
	
	paper or electronic format

	
	
	(monographs, studies, ar-

	
	
	ticles), for textbooks and

	
	
	class-related materials, and

	
	
	for participation in scientific

	
	
	forums in the country and

	
	
	abroad.

	
	*
	- For inherent creative, art, sport,

	
	
	etc. activities.

	
	
	2,1.3. The outcomes of the scientific

	
	
	research (artistic and creative) ac-

	
	
	tivities are periodically analyzed

	
	
	and priorities are set.

	
	
	2.1.4. Opportunities are provided and

	
	
	stimuli are created for publica-

	
	
	tion of the research results (HE

	
	
	institution's own publishing fa-

	
	
	cility, permanent contractual re-

	
	
	lationships with outside publish-

	
	
	ers, servers and domains forelec-

	
	
	tronic publications, etc.) as well

	
	
	as for the realization of inherent

	
	
	creative, artistic, sports and other

	
	
	activities

	
	2.2. The HE institution orga-
	2.2.1. Forms have been established for

	
	nizes, maintains and devel-
	inclusion and support of students

	
	ops scientific research (ar-
	and doctoral students in carrying

	
	tistic and creative) activi-
	out research (artistic and cre-

	
	ties of the students and the
	ative) projects and for their par-

	
	doctoral students.
	ticipation in national and inter-

	
	
	national scientific forums.

	
	
	2.2.2. The outcomes of students' and

	
	
	doctoral students' participation

	
	
	in research (artistic and creative)

	
	
	projects are periodically analyzed

	
	
	and discussed.

	
	2.3. The HE institution dissemi-
	2.3.1. Conditions (administrative, or-

	
	nates and implements in
	ganizational, financial, etc.) have


	
	
	science and practice the
	been created for the scientific

	
	
	outcomes of the scientific
	research (artistic and creative)

	
	
	research (artistic and crea-
	activities results that are of soci-

	
	
	tive) activities.
	etal, scholarly and practical im-

	
	
	
	portance to be disseminated in an

	
	
	
	appropriate form.

	
	
	
	2.3.2. Organization of and participation
in local and international scien-
tific (artistic and creative) forums
are supported in order for the re-
sults of scientific research (artis-
tic and creative) activities to be
presented.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2.3.3. The outcomes of the scientific
research (artistic and creative)
activities arc included in the edu-
cational process.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2.3.4. Contractual relationships are
maintained with external partners
to foster the implementation of
the outcomes of scientific re-
search (artistic and creative) ac-
tivities.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2.3.5. Intellectual property rights on the
outcomes of the scientific re-
search (artistic and creative) ac-
tivities are protected.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2.3.6. Additional financial revenues
have been ensured from the
country and abroad from scien-
tific research (artistic and cre-
ative, etc.) activities.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	!. HE institution man-
agement
	3.
	. The HE institution has de-
veloped an overall organi-
zational system for man-
agement of the educational
and scientific activities.
	3.1.1.  Management structure has been
built organizationally and func-
tionally. Rules and regulations
for the structure and activities of
the HE institution and its units
have been developed, accepted.
and published.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3.1.2. The efficiency of the structures
and their activities are periodi-
cally discussed to promote the
HE institution development.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3.1.3. Procedures have been developed
and actions are taken in regard
to the results of institutional and
program accreditations and other
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	independent external and inter​nal evaluations that have been carried out.

	
	3.2. The HF institution ensures the professional level, qualifications and devel​opment of the faculty.
	3.2.1. Organization has been estab​lished (structures and normative bLisis) for maintenance and de​velopment of the professional qualifications and academic ca​reer of the full-time faculty. 3.2.2. The normative minimum num​ber of full-time habilitated fac​ulty is ensured. 3.2.3. Faculty mobility inside the insti​tution is ensured to maintain the academic standards of the disci​plines taught. 3,2.4. Continuity of the faculty is en​sured, including through training of doctoral and post-graduate students.

	
	3.3. The HE institution man​ages and develops the physical, technical, and in​formation facilities neces​sary for education and sci​entific research (artistic and creative) activities.
	3.3.1. The physical and technical facili​ties for education and research activities arc built up and are de​veloped according to the speci​ficity of the HE institution: - Lecture halls and laboratories for the educational process; - laboratories and scientific ap​pliances for research activi​ties; -   Other specific facilities for educational and research ac​tivities (clinics, experiment fields and farms, sports halls and fields, studios, etc.) 3.3.2. The information facilities for educational and research activi​ties are built up and are improved in   accordance   to   the   HE institution's specifics: - Library; - Computer laboratories - Information centers; - Computer system for admin-
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	istrative and educational ac​tivities management; -  Center for distance education (for accreditation of distance educa​tion programs).

	
	3.4. The HE institution coop​erates with other local and international HE institu​tions and organizations.
	3.4.1. Organization for maintenance and development of the coopera​tion with other HE institutions and organizations has been estab​lished. 3.4.2. Faculty participation in national and international educational and research projects is supporled and expanded. 3.4.3. Faculty, students and doctoral students exchange and coopera​tion with other HE institutions is supported and expanded to pro​mote teaching, research, expert. and creative activities to expand the educational profile of stu​dents and doctoral students through joint projects with inter​national universities.





